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and others; the roads were closed to travellers, affairs grew
even worse when the Sultan's death became certainly known,
and confusion reigned in Egypt. All kinds of ill-omened
reports were spread as to the fate of the Sultan and his army.

The most notorious in these depredations were the followers
and a number of the 'Ashlr of the Arab Sheikh Amir Ahmed
Ibn Bakar. They committed excesses, specially amongst
the soldiers and merchants, who came in with the caravans
from Syria; they killed great numbers of them, stealing
their property and camels. Those who escaped death were
stripped bare. In fact, the troops suffered worse things at
the hands of these Arabs than they did from Ibn 'Othman ;
and this after they had reached safety, between Katlya
and Salitiyyeh.

It was also rumoured that the imported Memlooks had
planned to come down from the barracks to loot and burn
Khan a^Khalili and kill the Turkish merchants there, for
they said, " These merchants are on the side of Ibn 'Othman,
and exulted in the death of our master."

When the Dawadar heard of this he summoned the officers
[55] in charge and said to them, " I look to you alone to
prevent this sedition," and forbade them to leave the barracks.
Had it not been for the timely intervention of the Dawadar,
who smothered the smouldering insurrection, Cairo would have
been completely wrecked by the imported Memlooks.

During the same month the Dawadar gave his attention
to the manufacture of certain weapons of war, such as
wooden shields and muskets and other things of this nature.
It was reported that he would become Sultan before the
return of the army. The mover in this matter was Amir
Takt Bai, Governor of the Citadel, and Amir 'Allan, second
Dawadar. As on the previous Friday the preachers did not
mention the Sultan's name in the prayers.

After Amir 'Allan's letter giving an account of the defeat
of the army and of the Sultan's fate, there was an entire
absence of any authentic news for about forty days. All